Fusarium spp.-An Emerging Pathogen in Chronic Diabetic Ulcer: Case Report and Review of the Literature.
The genus Fusarium is ubiquitous in the environment and has been emerging as an opportunistic human pathogen. We report the case of a 65-year-old man with a history of neuroischemic, otherwise unamenable to revascularization, diabetic foot, who was admitted due to an infected deep foot ulcer. Despite conventional antibiotic and wound care treatment, no improvement was initially observed. A reappraisal of the diagnosis, with microbiological and histological analyses, documented infection of the foot ulcer with Fusarium oxysporum. Clinical improvement was noted under prolonged oral voriconazole therapy. The present case broadens the differential diagnosis of diabetic foot infection. Subcutaneous fusariosis should be considered in recalcitrant infected diabetic ulcers, as early diagnosis and management may help prevent amputation and life-threatening disease.